
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 20, 2025 

 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 



ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3501 Morrill Rd  Jackson, Michigan 49201 (517)782-0114 

Vacancy Pastor Mark A. Eckert         pastormarkeckert@gmail.com (517)231-2279  

  
 

The Grace And Love Of Our Lord And Savior Be With You! 
We pray that the Word of God may strengthen all of us in the true faith and give us the assurance 

that our eternal home is in heaven. COME AGAIN to worship our Lord and to be blessed by his 

Word!! 

 

Hymns 473(1-4), 465(1-4), 462(1-4), 321(1-4) 

 

Order of Service 
 

HYMN 473:1-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Savior, I Follow On 

P: We worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful. I have 

disobeyed you and justly deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

But I am truly sorry for the evil I have thought, spoken and done, and for the 

sake of my Savior Jesus Christ I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

P: God, our Heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
P: O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. 

Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we 

may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire. We pray 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

 



Old Testament Reading: 1 Kings 19:14-21 

The Almighty God showed a doubting Elijah that he was not alone in his battle 

against idolatry. God had reserved 7,000 who still worshiped the only true God. 

We are also told how God called Elisha to follow Elijah the prophet. When Elijah 

put his garment on Elisha, he left his oxen behind and followed Elijah. 

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 62         (CW page 88) 

David found rest for his soul in the loving strength of the LORD, even when the 

world bitterly opposed him. 

Epistle Reading Galatians 5:1,13-25 

The freedom that is ours in Christ is not to be used as a license to sin. Rather, we 

are to serve one another and live “in step with the Spirit.” 
 

P: Alleluia! Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow me.” Alleluia! (Mark 8:34b) 
 

 

 

 

Youth Devotion. . . . . . . . Focus On Where You’re Going! (Luke 9:62) 

Gospel Reading Luke 9:51-62 

We hear how Jesus showed several people who wished to follow him what kind of 

sacrifices were required in his service. All our Scripture readings for this Sunday 

point to the fact that the life of a follower of Christ is a life of self-denial. Our 

service to the Lord must come first in our lives. Whatever earthly things stand in 

the way of such service must be put aside. 

Confession of Faith……  The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

HYMN 465:1-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

 



Sermon: 1 Kings 19:14-21 

LET’S FAITHFULLY 

SERVE THE LORD! 
I. Without Complaining 

II. With Support For Fellow Workers 

III. With Attention To The Lord’s Directives 

P: And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, shall keep our hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

 

HYMN 462:1-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oh, That The Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper:         (CW page 21) 

If you are not of our Lutheran fellowship, which includes 

members of the Wisconsin Synod (WELS) and the Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod (ELS), you may be interested in a Bible Information class to learn what the 

Bible teaches us, so that you may join us at the Lord’s Table in the future. 

The Closing Prayer 

 
The Benediction 

 

 

HYMN 421:1-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Savior, Again To Thy Dear Name 

 

Silent Prayer 

 



Scripture Readings: 
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

         

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: 1 Kings 19:14-21 

 

[Elijah] replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Is-raelites 

have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your pro-phets to death 

with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” The LORD 

said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you 

get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over 

Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 

Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death 

any who escape the sword of Jehu. Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel–all whose 

knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.” So 

Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve 

yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and 

threw his cloak around him. Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss 

my father and mother good-by,” he said, “and then I will come with you.” “Go back,” 

Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” So Elisha left him and went back. He took his 

yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat 

and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his 

attendant. (NIV84) 
 

EPISTLE READING: Galatians 5:1,13-25 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let your-selves be 

burdened again by a yoke of slavery. You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not 

use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The 

entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you 

keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each 

other. So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

For the sinful nature desires what is con-trary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 

contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do 

what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. The acts of the 

sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 



and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who 

live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 

such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have cruci-fied the sinful 

nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with 

the Spirit. (NIV84) 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 9:51-62 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 

And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan vil-lage to get things ready for him; 

but the people there did not welcome him, be-cause he was heading for Jerusalem. When the 

disciples James and John saw this, they asked,  “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 

heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they went to another village. 

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place 

to lay his head.” He said to another man, “Follow me.” But the man replied,  “Lord, first let me 

go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.” Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go 

back and say good-by to my family.” Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” (NIV84) 
 

 

The Lukan Ledger/Calendar: 

Attendance:  How many of our Christian family gathered last week. 

 Sunday                 51 

Bible Study                       NA 

Offerings:  How we demonstrated our gratitude to our risen Savior. 

July 13-- $3,105  Weekly Need --  $3,481 

YTD--     $4,395  YTD Need --    $6,962 

Upcoming events: 

7/27/25  Congregational Meeting     1:30pm 

8/5/25  Church Council     6:30pm 

8/12/25  JLMLC Governing Board    5:45pm 

8/14/25  JLMLC Summer Picnic (all are welcome)  5:30pm-7pm 

8/19/25  Proposed Sunday School Org Meeting  6pm 

Note: We are looking for a Sunday School Superintendent 

 

Permission to reprint music & liturgy in this service included in ONE 
LICENSE # A-743278. 



Give Online: 
 
Online giving is now available for St. Luke Lutheran Church. 
Scan the QR code and create an account.  You can give a one time offering, or 
set up a recurring offering.  
Please see Barb Allender or Patrick Lawrie if you have questions. 

 

 

 

 


